
RICHMOND SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday May 11, 2021 – 6:00 PM – via Google 

PRESENT: Dewey Wyatt, Chair; Peter Dillon, School Superintendent; Adeline Ellis; Ina Wilhelm; Dan 
Weston, School Principal; Mary Shook 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04PM by roll call, all committee members in attendance. Dewey 
began the proceedings by noting the meeting is being held under the Governor’s Directive concerning 
the changes in the open Meeting Law during the COVID-19 pandemic, as per the agenda. Dewey also 
noted that the meeting was being recorded per MGL CH30A, Sec20f (after meeting realized a recording 
was not captured). 

Public Comments:  None 

 
Review and approve minutes:  motion to approve 4/12/2021 minutes as amended by Ina, seconded by 
Adeline.  Roll call vote: Dewey, aye; Ina, aye; Adeline, aye.  Motion to approve 4/13/2021 minutes as 
amended by Ina, seconded by Adeline.  Roll call vote: Dewey, aye; Ina, aye; Adeline, aye. 

Principal’s Report:  Principal Weston was introduced by Peter.  Dan provided an overview of his first 
Impressions.  He is impressed with the students and how they conduct themselves and how supportive 
the staff is.   He provided and overview of his Entry Plan.  This included familiarizing himself with safety 
protocols, including COVID-19, meeting with fire and police professionals, bussing routines, staff, daily 
schedules, maintenance. Dan reported that he was impressed with how the staff solve problems. 

 
Superintendent’s report:  Peter thanked the PTA for all they did for teacher appreciation week.  It made 
a difference.  Covid-19 update – Numbers continue to trend down.  We have not had a positive in the 
pool testing yet. Cristina Lenfest has done a wonderful job organizing us around Covid-19.    
He provided an update on the State retirement incentive bill.  The bill would let teachers buy 5 years of 
service and/or 5 years of age.  Peter will share any updates and encourage folks to visit the MTA 
website.  The town would need to vote to participate.   
Peter asked the School Committee to consider rate adjustments for the pre-school.  The current rate is 
$35/day, recommends $45/day next year, and to $50 the next.  This is to bring in more in line with rates 
charged by other programs.   The School Committee is amenable to a reduced rate for Richmond 
resident students (suggested $25/day).  The program is available for half days (min 3 days/week). 
Richmond IEP students attend free (program required for three an older).  An update will be sent to 
community to allow for feedback prior to SC vote on adjustments.  

 
Special Education Director’s report:  Mary was able to connect for part of the meeting but was not 
available.  Peter provided updates.  The MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 
informed hat the District has met the requirements of Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA).  This reflects the good work done by Mary and others. 
 
Financial Report:  Peter reported that spending is below budgeted amount and expects there to be a 
surplus at year end.  It was pointed out there was an error in the FY Remaining Total spreadsheet 
cell.  This will be reviewed corrected. 
 
Other unforeseen items:  None 

 



Dewey offered additional public comment.  Kimmie Lecco said her daughter was excited to meet Dan, 
and she welcomed him. 
 
Adjournment:  Ina moved that the meeting be adjourned at 7:00PM. The motion was seconded by 
Adeline and carried by unanimous roll call vote: Dewey, aye; Ina, aye; Adeline, aye. 

 
Submitted by DW 

 


